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The House on Mango Street 
EXAM STUDY GUIDE 

Mr. Griffin – EL-sheltered Multicultural Literature 
 

**The exam will be given on:  Thursday, September 29, 2011 (2nd period) or Friday, September 30, 2011 (1st 
period) 

 
Part 1:  Vocabulary 

Know the definitions and be able to use correctly each vocabulary word in a sentence for all vocabulary words in 

Lessons 1-3.  I will choose ten (10) words at random and ask you to either define the word or use it correctly in a 

sentence.   You may choose to do either one, but whatever you choose, you must prove to me you know what the word 

means. 

Part 2:  Literary Terms 
 
Know the definitions for each these literary terms.  I will ask you to tell me what the words mean or to give an example 
of each. 

 
 Metaphor 
 Simile 
 Personification 
 Imagery 

 

Part 3:  Important Quotations 
 
I will ask you to choose two (2) of the following quotations from the book and to write four sentences explaining and 
reflecting on the quotation.  Use information from the book to add details to your sentences. 
 

 “In English my name means hope. In Spanish it means too many letters. It means sadness, it means waiting.” 
 “Until then I am a red balloon, a balloon tied to an anchor.” 
 “She looked out the window her whole life, the way so many women sit their sadness on an elbow. I wonder if 

she made the best with what she got or was she sorry because she couldn’t be all the things she wanted to be. 
Esperanza. I have inherited her name, but I don’t want to inherit her place by the window.” 

 

Part 4:  Articles 
 
I will give you five (5) sentences asking you to use the articles a, an, and the correctly.  Look back at your bell ringer for 
articles. 
 
Example  Roentgen won ___ (the) 1901 Nobel Prize. 

Part 5:  Prepositions 
 
I will give you five (5) sentences asking you to use the prepositions on, in, and at correctly.  Look back at your bell ringer 
for prepositions. 
 
Example  Everybody sat ___ (on) the floor, but Mr. Spencer sat ___ (in) a chair. 



2 
 

Part 6:  Subject-Verb Agreement 
 
I will give you five (5) sentences asking you to use the correct form the verb to make the subject and its verb agree.  
Look back at your bell ringers for subject-verb agreement. 
 
Example  to be: None of this breakfast that Lilly Mae cooked ___ (is) fit to eat. 
 

Part 7:  Short Essay 
 
Write a short essay response of at least seven (7) sentences to this question.  You must use at least one (1) quotation 
from the book.  You must refer to at least three (3) specific events from the book to support your answer. 
 

 Why do you think Cisneros wrote The House on Mango Street? 
 


